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Forty Hadith on the Importance of Prayers 

The Rank of Prayers in Islam 
1 - The Special Rank of Prayers 

JjjILLu La Jji j j " '*• " till j'Uall {ja ji jj La jj! j Jytlail ill jAlal! ^jAa\ ( _ f Jc li' (jijla! La jj!;(o«a( 2 ' Jy — j j Jli 

JudAl! 4i_c *. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “The first thing that 
Allah made obligatory upon my Ummah was the five prayers; and the first thing from their 
acts of worship that shall be taken up will be the five prayers; and the first thing that they 
will be questioned about will be the five prayers.” 

Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18859 


2 - The Pillar of Religion 

^ ‘tjVjil j gill j fjLaJl j Stfjll j fttwall Je- ^ (S&tp (jitjd (£( ^ ilfi 4. 

Imam Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) has said: “Islam has been founded and established on 
five things: Prayers, Zakat, Hajj, Sawm (Fasting) and Wilayah.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 234 


3 - The Parable of Prayers 

j JjJaJI JLa lil j iluJaVl j JLijVI 11 11 I j) laUaUll Jjjc- JjaP SiHalt ; Jli (£( j&lz. Jjt 

lii V j jjj 111 1 *. 

Imam Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) has said: “The prayer is the pillar of religion and its 
parable is that of the prop of a tent - when the prop remains upright, the pegs and ropes 
remain straight and upright, but when the prop bends or breaks neither the pegs nor ropes 
remain straight.” 


Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 2 1 8 


4 - A Means of Salvation 

*' AltliJl SLaj j UUjj j ] jjj AJ lIuLS Jgjlc- Jaili J>1 lljlua Jj-iii;( i _^a( ill j^j-ij jla 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “One who adheres to the 
five (daily) prayers diligently, they shall be a means of illumination and salvation for him on 
the Day of Judgment.” 

Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18862 


5 - Illumination of the Heart 

* Alia jjjlja fii» fUi (jA a Aia jjj Jijll SiLua;( t _ya( ill jjiuj jtl 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “The prayer of a 
person is (in reality) a light in his heart, so whoever desires, can illuminate his heart (by 
means of prayers).” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume7, Tradition 18973 


6 - A Measure of Acceptance of Deeds 

Alie jjLui Alle Jj Ijj I j] j Alic jjLui j^a clia Jjla Sitlall luil Aj i JinKj 11 jji ;(£( Jli ■* . 


Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “The first thing for which a person shall be 
subjected to reckoning is prayers. If they are accepted, all his other deeds shall (also) be 
accepted. But if rejected, all his other deeds shall (also) be rejected.” 


Wasa’ilush Shi' a, Volume 3, Page 22 
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7 - The Conduct of the Prophets 

* (stjj-jVl j jC ijjJI SUJajA j £yjl| jiljJi Cy> SbtLali;(<_ya( 4ll Jji«j Jti *?. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “The prayer is one of the 
(primary) dictates of religion, in it lies the pleasure of the Lord, the Mighty and the Glorious, 
and it is the conduct of the Prophets.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 23 1 


8 - The Standard of Islam 

Jt* ' $ i i * ■' j j Uaaj t^ jte j Alia tjj gji q * a SiLall j»5tluyi 4)1 ” . 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “The prayer is the 
standard of Islam. Whosoever loves prayers, and observes their limits, timings and 
methods, is a true believer.” 

Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18870 


9 - The Benefits of Prayers 

^ Mi (ji .0.1 Jjiaj lAaa-j ji j iill V) Ail V (ji At S'j j fcUail Js- Jaala-.il {jf. Pjl Kwtitl jijj Cijotll Ma (jl ;(^(jjjU^JI Jli 
AAuJaxll AjLaJI * . 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “Surely the Angel of Death repels Satan from 
the proximity of one who had adhered to and guarded his prayers, and makes him speak out 
the testimony of ‘There is no God except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ 
during that terrifying and frightening state (of death).” 

Wasa’ilush Shi'a, Volume 3, Page 19 


10 - Prayers and Children 

ilui ^Jj I jil£ |j| &Udib oAjLj^i Ijjjj (jjlo. Qui ( jlj 1 jjl£ I j| SiUaiL UiUlua jjjj Ul ; JlS (p ( j|l2l jc 4. 

Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) advised: “We command our children to 
offer prayers when they are five years old, so you too order your children to offer prayers 
(but only) when they are seven years of age.” 

Wasa’ilush Shi'a, Volume 3, Page 12 


Importance and Virtues of Prayers 
11 - Value of Prayers 

Aj«a ^Sduajj bAJ f. vluj jii A^a, j jjjii '£■ jii AoJajji ; (P ) ,u)l J_>- jjj Jli * . 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: “One obligatory prayer is better than performing 
Hajj twenty times, and the performance of one Hajj is better than giving away a house full of 
gold.” 


Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 227 


12 - The Face of Religion 

^ Aj-jj Aij (1>VA 31a iteLaJI fM-i Aij j Aij j£i :(t> a ( 4>l JjLij Jli * . 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “For every thing there is 
a face and the face of your religion is prayers. So see to it that none from amongst you 
damages and disfigures the face of his religion.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 209 


13 - Importance of Prayers 
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[Js- ^iiulj_u yJI (jdUJI l|_ii (jjjUJl (jjj ilia Vl LjJ-i J Si Ld U :(c> a ( ^jill Jli 

Lit jjiLli * . 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “Whenever the time of 

each prayer arrives, an Angel announces to the people: (O’ People Stand up and 
extinguish, with prayers, the fire which you have set alight for yourselves.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 209 


14 - The Blessings of Prayers 

jfuu Ajji J£ j AjU_j j Jjli SiU^tJl yi jLS lit (JUuVI Jjl ;(f( Jli " . 

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) has said: “Surely, when a person engages in prayers, his 
body, his clothes and everything around him glorify Allah.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 213 


15 - The Rank of Prayers 

” . V a -yt l {ja ijji Ijl! :(u -a ( 2ll Jli A. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “The position of prayers 
with respect to religion is similar to that of the head with respect to the body.” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18972 


16 - Purification of the Soul 

” j-: dll j La2 dj|jA (Jmaa, aja j£ Aji j.-Li t - ' i_jL s-jjc- Jj U& CLIgJaJI J1 a;(,j^( dill Jjuj Jli 

Qajill 4. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) said: “The example of the five 
(daily) prayers is like that of a clear-water river flowing in front of your houses in which a 
person washes himself five times a day - cleansing him from all dirt.” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18931 


17 - The Covenant of Allah 

* .ih U Vi l $ 1 i jj jla jalla. ija AjI Ijjt j : up u^£ j cLljlua lillai ^Je- iiil Jli :(o^( 2sl J_$l«j Jp 

j±*£- Aj Mi ‘A £yi j At All * _ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) states that Allah, The Exalted 
has said: “I have made the five prayers obligatory upon your Ummah and have made a 
covenant with Myself that one who maintains his prayers with respect to their timings, I 
shall place him in Paradise. As for the one, who does not maintain the timings, I have no 
covenant (with him).” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18872 


18 - Remembrance of Allah 

j£ili{ JjA; Aji Vi ilil jSi iiiluall JaV ill j£i;(^( jilj]| Jli ( 

Imam Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) has said: “Allah’s remembrance of ‘people who pray’ is 
greater and superior to their remembrance of Him. Do you not observe that He has said (in 
the Noble Qur’an): {Remember Me and I shall remember you.}”[8] 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 199 


19 - The Mercy of Allah 

sLuJu yjJl ill Ajtkj ija jjj US IaUs. Aji] Jii'i SbLail Jj JSI ^li lj| ;(£( Jic- Jli 4. 

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: “When a person stands up for prayers, Iblis 
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approaches him and looks at him with envy and jealousy, as he sees the Mercy of Allah 
encompassing the person.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 207 


20 - Refraining from Sins 

~ <j) JlSa (o^( uaSjjj J (o^( 4^ J (j IS jUajVI <j* ijjj 

(jl djjJj Ud La Lajjj dl^Aj. 

It has been reported that a youth from the Ansar, who used to offer his prayers with the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny), used to indulge in sinful and 
corrupt deeds. When this was brought to the notice of the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him and his progeny), he said: “A day shall come when his prayers shall refrain him 
from committing sins. Before long, the youth repented.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 198 


Notes: 

[8] The Noble Qur’an, Suratul Baqarah, Verse 152 
Importance of Prayer-Times 
21 How and When? 

L^il) jjxj V (ji i_£Lu SiUa L$jijJ 1 A^ 1 * ‘*A 'i! : (A ajjI Sic- Jli 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “When you offer an obligatory prayer, offer it 
at its stipulated time in a manner as if it is your last prayer and you fear you shall never get 
a chance to offer any prayer again.” 

Al-Mahajjatul Baidha, Volume 1, Page 350 


22 - Importance of the Times of Prayers 

<, i U , n> jj*j AlaJi (j ] j ijje-i V (ji S5L«aJl ^lii <jj u!:3^ J jc- Aiitl Jli :(c/ a ( 4l J>Jj j4 T. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has reported that Allah, the 
Mighty, the Glorious has said: “I have a covenant with My servant that if he offers his 
prayers at their stipulated times, I shall not chastise him and shall place him in Paradise 
without any reckoning.” 

Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 19036 


23 - The Noble Prophet and Prayers 

>> 4ijau pi j Uijau pi <UL£i SjtLalt cjjjJaa. 1 jli 4j Jaj j UjAaa ((jas( aJ)I JjIaj (jli Cjli * _ 

Aishah narrates: “We would be engaged in conversation with the Messenger of Allah (peace 
be upon him and his progeny), but with the arrival of the time of prayers it would appear as 
if he neither knew us nor we knew him.” 

Al-Mahajjatul Baidha, Volume 1, Page 350 


24 - Prayers at their Times 

’A A pi lit j ill ^ lli-SL Jjij f-l ->iV< iliijjt L^jJc JaiLa, j A sjUall |j| jlixJl (jl ;(£( (jjlLa]l Jli 

<Ul1 llxpjl p JjII <p IjJau iiaijjl L$a 1& jail L j 'pi J c : 4. 


Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “When a person maintains his prayer and 
offers it at its stipulated time, it ascends in the form of a pure white light and calls out to 
him: “You have guarded me, may Allah protect you.” But if he does not maintain his prayer 
and does not offer it at its decreed time, it ascends as a dark and gloomy form and says to 
him: You have destroyed me, may Allah destroy you.” 


Al-Mahajjatul Baidha, Volume 1, Page 340 


https ://www.i m am reza. net/eng/i mam reza. php?pr i nt=8543 


4/7 


2017-5-31 


Forty Hadith on the Importance of Prayers || Imam Reza (A.S.) Network 


25 - A Beloved Entity 

*' 4&I Jj.i u (ji p p ifSSjl SbtLall 4>t yl| JUeVl Ua.i;(oa( 4>l l)>“ 0 Jti *. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “The most beloved 
of deeds in the eyes of Allah are: offering prayers at the stipulated times; (then) goodness 
and kindness towards parents; (and then) Jihad in the way of Allah.” 

Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 18897 


Negligence and Carelessness towards the Prayers 
26 - Regarding the Prayers as Insignificant 

*' 4&I j V (jdjaJt yc Jjj riVual £yt fjp t>^:(o a ( * . 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “One who considers 
the prayers to be insignificant and trivial is not from me. By Allah! He shall never come 
close to me at the pool of Kauthar.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 224 


27 - Debasement of Prayers 

• ikiuJi y uieiii : (£( jjUali i . 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: “Our intercession shall never reach one who 
considers his prayers to be inconsequential and unimportant.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 227 


28 - Destroying Prayers 

Ojeji j (jUlA j £« juA AjiLfl jiU £yt pjtlua Ijiu/il y * . 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “Do not destroy 
your prayers for verily one who destroys his prayers shall be resurrected in the company of 
Qarun, Haman and Fir' awn.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 202 


29 - The Incorrect Prayers 

jiS (<jfl( JlAS V J At j£j pJ '(& (jpp flU tJii jj (ytf( 4ll Luj Jll (g( jjkp 

jjt ^it IjSa j I JA CjU cjljii! jAj£ 

Imam Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) narrates: One day the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him and his progeny) was seated in the mosque when a person entered and began 
praying, but in a manner such that neither did he perform his ruku’ (bowing), nor his sujood 
(prostration) in a correct manner. Observing this, the Messenger of Allah commented: “(This 
person) pecks as a crow pecks. Should he die and the state of his prayers be as they are 
now, he shall surely not die upon my religion.” 

Al-Mahajjatul Baidha, Volume 1, Page 34 


30 - Carelessness Towards Prayers 

Jlj Jjjil j Jjjil ji-i, e JJ y-» j ‘GjJ JA3 i ia i LLj 4jiU a &jj (jA2 jUt iilUali :(i_)o( Attl Jj — I j Jli 

(jjAlui ^jlLua <jt p £yiJ! l&l JlS US { 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “Prayer is the pillar 
of your religion and one who intentionally forsakes his prayer has destroyed his religion. 
And one who does not guard the times of the prayers, shall be made to enter ‘Wayl’, which 
is a valley in Hell, as Allah, the Exalted, has said: “So woe to the praying ones, who are 
unmindful of their prayers.”[9] 
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Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 202 


31 - The Consequence of Abandoning Prayers 

" Aljjjij j Jii AJaj Aj-a Cii JJ IjAiuA dljj (jA Ajli I 


SltlaJl OSjjj Jit Jjiuj JiS... * 


The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “Do not abandon your 
prayers intentionally for surely the obligations of Allah and His Messenger cease to cover 
one who forsakes his prayers intentionally.” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 19096 


32 - A Death of Disbelief 

ji ji Lj j*-; dijdjj jjJLii jii Italic Aj '•j j V iijj :(o^( Jti 4 . 

The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “If a person abandons 
his prayer such that he neither desires its rewards nor fears its chastisement, for such a 
person I do not care if he dies a Jew, a Christian or a Magian.” 

Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 202 


33 - Chastisement 

SjU^i! jiiJl J Jjxil (jjj ; Jii y AlAC- iaja. JA2 jJP jjJ q a AjjLa yijj (jA ;)^a( ^djJl Jll 4 . 

The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “The good deeds of one 
who, without any appropriate excuse does not offer his prayer until its time passes away, 
are annulled.” He then said: “The divide between a believer and disbelief is the 
abandonment of prayers.” 


Biharul Anwar, Volume 82, Page 202 


34 -Door of Hell 


i A ia v, jUji (_jU Ajudi ijAxaa sju^it ^ijj o^:(o^( Jit j jii y. 


The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) has said: “The name of one who 
forsakes his prayer intentionally is written upon The door of Hell from which he shall 
(eventually) enter.” 


Kanzul 'Ummal, Volume 7, Tradition 19090 


Notes: 

[9] The Noble Qur’an, Suratul Ma’un, Verse 4 and 5 
Etiquette of Prayer And Conditions for its Acceptance 
35 - Conditions for Acceptance of Prayers 

j jiaij j (jiii £Aj£zi\ cfi. laL j ^ i «F i O jj»t>i (Jai Jiii iaj| Jii :(j( (jjiiaii jti 

ujjjaJI tjjjj j) y-iL^aAll j j- "Aj j £jliJl jdaj J ( Ji£- 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said that Allah, the Exalted has said: “I shall accept the 
prayers of one who: exhibits humility before My Greatness; restrains himself from his base 
and carnal desires for My sake; passes his day in My remembrance; does not seek to show 
his greatness over My creation; feeds the hungry ones; clothes the bare ones; acts with 
kindness and mercy to those in misery and trouble; provides shelter to those who are 
strangers (in his city) and away from their homes.” 

Wasa'ilush Shi' a, Volume 15, Page 210 


36 - Prayers Accepted? In What Measure? 

4 Ajxia U jASoS jflAJl j f.lljAatl jjc. AjjLa AjaIa Ja jF’jtA JjAj J] AjjLa CALii Jaj (ji y-a&i (jA ; Jii (£) Jit JjC- (j£ 

Aia ^ 
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Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “One who desires to know whether his 
prayers have been accepted or not should observe if his prayers have restrained him from 
evil and sinful acts. (If yes,) then the measure in which they have restrained him is the 
measure of his prayers that have been accepted.” 

Biharal Anwar, Volume 82, Page 198 


37 - Prayers and the Wilayah of the Ahlul Bayt 

*' tiiiici iy> SfijjJi j UjjVj :(^( (JtS u ;(^( Jii * . 

Once a person asked Imam Zainul Abidin (peace be upon him): “What is the criterion for 
the acceptance of prayers?” The Imam (peace be upon him) replied: “Acknowledging our 
Wilayah and dissociating oneself from our enemies.” 

Biharal Anwar, Volume 84, Page 245 


38 - Obligatory and Recommended Prayers 

Uul j Jj£i La VI £9 jj LaS l^aaiaL ji qjuj jl Jt 1 ^ -LLL-a ^jaa 4J £9 jjJ JjjlJI (jt ; Jtl (£( y (jc. 

■‘vLaj ^ijl (jaa I j . ' La ( LLL ‘UsUilu Lj jaai * . 

Imam Al-Baqir (peace be upon him) has said: “The prayer that is offered by a person, 
sometimes half of it ascends upwards, while at other times it is only one-third, or one-fourth 
or one-fifth that ascends. Only that portion of the prayer which the person has offered with 
concentration and mindfulness of the heart is made to ascend. (And so) the people have 
been ordered to offer the recommended prayers so that they can make up for what has been 
left incomplete of their obligatory prayers.” 

Al-Haqa’iq, Page 219 


39 - Prayers with Adhan & Iqamah 

2klj ULua Alia. ialSL Cj* J AjLiiLalt jwa (jlLa Alla. 4_aLS) j jlJLi LH :(F ( 2)1 Jut jui jli 

yfljVl j (S'LiLill (jju U ijliii j y— 31 ijjj2 L»SI jyu L« <USi ;(£( Jill .fiui JS jtH>* j ;AJ Ljis ,A£jjL»JI * . 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “One who offers his prayers along with 
Adhan and Iqamah, two rows of angels pray behind him, while one who offers his prayers 
with only the Iqamah and without the Adhan, one row of angels pray behind him.” The 
Imam (peace be upon him) was asked: “And how long is each row?” The Imam (peace be 
upon him) replied: “At the very minimum, its length is the distance between East and West, 
while at the maximum, its length is the distance between the earth and the heavens.” 

Wasa’ilush Shi' a, Volume 4, Page 620 


40 - Prayers and Supplications 

* citjiiaJt jL.m yi ciif LLili judj yi Lji jiji 2)1 (j' :JiS (£( 2it ip yut cp * . 

Imam As-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “Verily, Allah has made obligatory upon you 
the five prayers at timings that are the best of times, so it is important that you supplicate to 
Him at the end of these prayers.” 

Al-Khisal, Volume 1, Page 278 
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